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Hooded Merganser; NMOV; Taos, NM; Taos County; Female=1

At about 4:20PM we (me, Tom Jackman and John Lay) were walking west along the
Rio Pueblo, about 0.5 miles west of Lower Ranchitos Road. About 75 yards
downstream, there were 5 Mallard in the creek. As we came closer, the Mallards
floated down-stream to a wide, calm place created by an irrigation dam with two
overhanging Russian Olives. From this vantage point, the Mallards would appear
and then disappear and reappear from behind the tree branches.

By this time, the light was very low. It was completely overcast and it was only
about 20 minutes before sunset.

As we walked closer, maybe 30 yards, a different bird floated into view. It was
significantly smaller than the Mallards. Two features immediately jumped out: the
short merganser-like bill and a backward thrusting crest/ear patch extension. I first
suggested Hooded Merganser and then considered the only other possibility that
came to mind, Eared Grebe. I suggested that possibility, but Tom felt the bill shape
was clearly merganser and [ agreed. Additionally, it did not reveal any of the lighter
whitish neck markings expected for a wintering grebe.

It was not possible to discern any color. The bird just appeared medium dark in
shades of gray. The head shape was flattened on top and the head was close to the
body.

At that point, the Mallards all flew, but it appeared the potential merganser had not.
We now moved downstream, using the trees as cover. As we stepped out from
behind the last tree, the “merganser” flew directly away from us (west) at eye level.
The bird appeared basically dark gray, with some lighter gray on the wings. Given
the light, I really cannot say exactly where the light gray was on the wings, other
than it appeared fairly close to the body.

Nearby winter records:

NMOV: Recorded on 106t and on CW on 109t

NMDI (Count center 16 miles SW of NMOV center): HOME recorded 8 out of 18
years.

Robert Templeton
PO Box 357

Dixon, NM 87527
505-579-4095
rtbirds@gmail.com



