Coursework Before Candidacy Exam
In order for CS Ph.D. students to proceed to their candidacy exam, they must complete the following:

1. CSE 585 (Graduate Seminar, 3 credit hours): Students must take this and pass it with a grade of “B” or higher, unless taken before at NMT. It is recommended that they should take this in their first semester as a Ph.D. student.

2. 2. Complete oneat least four course in each of s from the three CS core areas to meet the breadth requirements  (912 credit hours):
(1) Theory: CSE 544 (3) or CSE 546 (3)
(2) Systems: CSE 525 (3) or CSE 553 (3)
(3) Applications: one CSE graduate course (3) in a CS application area. Example courses are CSE 532, CSE 541, CSE 551, CSE 554, CSE 557, CSE 561, CSE565, CSE 567, CSE 570, CSE 576, CSE 589. The course must be approved by the student’s advisory committee before taking it. 
 CSE 524 (3) and CSE 544 (3)
 One of CSE 525 (3) or CSE 553 (3)
 One of CSE 546 (3) or CSE 528 (3)
For each of these threefour courses, either :
· Either take the class and pass it with a grade of “B” or higher, or
· Pass the corresponding Competency Exam. Competency Exams are to be offered yearly, typically one week before the start of the semester when the corresponding course is offered.
3. Complete the required minimum credit hours as follows:
· For students with MS in CS or closely related area: 96 credit hours of CSE graduate courses.
· For student without MS in CS or closely related area:
241 credit hours, detailed as follows:
i. 185 credit hours of CSE graduate courses
ii. 6 credit hours of 300-level or higher courses (CSE or related/needed areas)

All students who are financially supported by the department must finish the above requirements within their first four semesters (from the time of joining the Ph.D. program); otherwise, their financial support is subject to termination without further notice. 
